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SUMMARY 

 

 

 

On 14 December 2020, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), together with 

the UN Environment Programme/Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP), organized a joint 

high-level webinar on “Supporting the science-policy interface for a green renaissance in the 

Mediterranean”. The objective of the event was to strengthen synergies and collaboration 

between parliamentarians and scientists in addressing the immediate and long-term challenges 

related to climate change and environmental degradation in the Mediterranean Basin. The 

development of solid science-policy interface mechanisms is indeed a critical component of 

designing and implementing measures that further regional and global climate objectives.  

The virtual meeting gathered over 70 participants, including, inter alia, representatives of 

National Parliaments from PAM Member States and the European Parliament, the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and the Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Association. The event also convened high participation from scientists, 

representatives from universities and research centers, and other high-level guests from 

international organizations.  



 

The forum served as an opportunity for the participants to analyze scientific recommendations 

and discuss current and future opportunities for realizing a green renaissance in the 

Mediterranean region.   

PAM Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, opened and moderated the webinar. In their 

interventions, speakers provided powerful insights into building institutional capacity and 

identifying key policy areas for halting the current climate and environmental change trends in 

the Mediterranean. The event included a review of two recently published scientific reports: the 

“State of the Environment and Development” (SoED), issued by the UNEP/MAP Regional 

Activity Centre Plan Bleu, and the “First Mediterranean Assessment Report” (MAR1), released 

by the network of Mediterranean Experts on Climate and environmental Change (MedECC).  

The PAM-UNEP/MAP webinar followed the Climate Ambition Summit, co-hosted two days 

earlier by the United Nations, the UK, and France, with the support of Italy and Chile, on the 

occasion of the 5th Anniversary of the Paris Agreement. At the Summit, 75 National leaders 

from all over the world announced new net-zero commitments and Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs), paving the way for a truly Global Coalition for Carbon Neutrality. 

 

OPENING REMARKS 

 

Mr. Gaetano Leone, Coordinator of the UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention Secretariat  

At the opening of the webinar, Mr. Leone, Coordinator of the UNEP/MAP Barcelona 

Convention Secretariat, echoed the recent remarks by the UN Secretary General, Antonio 

Guterres, mentioning that “making peace with nature is the defining task of the 21st century”. Mr. 

Leone referenced the recently published UNEP Emissions Report, highlighting that the world is 

currently on track for a +3°C temperature increase by the end of the century. However, if 

countries will commit to a low carbon recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, emissions could 

be reduced by 25% by 2030. The UNEP/MAP Coordinator emphasized that central to the 

realization of climate goals is the need for governments to mobilize resources to promote green 

investment.  

While the national response to climate change has suffered from substantial variations among 

countries in the Euro-Mediterranean region, Mr. Leone pointed to the existing legal framework 

of the Barcelona Convention as a pathway for translating domestic policies into a unified 

regional response. By mobilizing existing technology, scientific awareness, and favorable public 

opinion, countries could devise and implement ambitious commitments for changing the regional 

climate trajectory. Towards this aim, Mr. Leone stressed the importance of compliance and 

enforcement of the Barcelona Convention and its protocols among contracting parties. He 

concluded by highlighting the importance of the excellent cooperation between PAM and 

UNEP/MAP, being an illustrative example of the alignment between science and policymaking 

that is needed to guarantee a future of sustainability and prosperity in the Mediterranean. 



 

Hon. Alain Perea, France, PAM Vice-President and Rapporteur on Environment 

In his opening statement, Hon. Perea, remarked the critical relationship between the COVID-19 

economic recovery and climate change. He pointed to the structural inefficiencies and economic 

inequalities that magnified the economic consequences of lockdown and social distancing 

measures. In the context of continuing business as usual, he warned, climate change would 

contribute to even greater loss of lives and livelihoods.  

Hon. Perea emphasized that currently, 1% of the global population is responsible for 50% of 

greenhouse gas emissions. Full implementation of unconditional and conditional Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) would provide a 66% chance that global temperature increase 

will be limited at +3°C by 2100. In this framework, Hon. Perea highlighted the opportunity 

presented by COVID-19 economic recovery efforts to incorporate more ambitious NDC 

commitments with broader fiscal support measures. In this way, national governments could 

address the challenges of the pandemic through policies that support the broader objectives of the 

Paris Agreement.  

To conclude, Hon. Perea pointed to the strategic partnership between PAM and UNEP/MAP, 

serving as an effective platform to facilitate a science-policy interface that enables policymakers 

to be proactive, rather than reactive, in addressing climate and environmental change.      

 

INTERVENTIONS 

 

Dr. Daniele Violetti, Director of Means of Implementation Division at UNFCCC 

As a representative of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), Dr. Violetti provided a valuable institutional perspective to the meeting, 

emphasizing the need for urgent climate action. To build momentum towards COP26, countries 

must work towards adopting green recovery plans and more ambitious NDCs. Dr. Violetti 

encouraged parliamentarians to use the opportunity provided by the COVID-19 economic 

recovery as a means to implement measures that prioritized sustainability and decarbonization 

across the Mediterranean Basin.  

As pointed by the UNFCCC senior officer, achieving success at COP26 requires the adoption of 

balanced packages of decisions around climate finance, the establishment of a regulatory 

framework for carbon markets, and enhanced transparency in reporting progress towards climate 

progress. The next twelve months will be the most crucial in setting the climate agenda for the 

next decade and achieving the objectives delineated in the Paris Agreement. To conclude, Dr. 

Violetti encouraged policymakers of Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf countries to delineate in their 

national plans a clear path towards carbon neutrality by 2050.      

 



 

Dr. Francois Guerquin, Director of the UNEP/MAP Regional Activity Centre Plan Bleu 

Dr. Guerquin presented the primary scientific findings of the report “State of the Environment 

and Development in the Mediterranean”, issued in October 2020 by Plan Bleu and UNEP/MAP. 

Two years in the making, with contributions from more than 150 scientists and researchers, the 

publication highlighted the effects of climate change and environmental degradation in the 

Mediterranean Basin. Dr. Guerquin commented on the positive progress Mediterranean countries 

have made in combatting climate challenges, but he emphasized that the region is still not on 

track to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as delineated by Agenda 2030. 

As highlighted by Dr. Guerquin, currently the average temperatures in the Mediterranean are 

rising 20% faster than global averages, and future forecasts indicate a warming in the region of 

around +2.2°C when the global average will exceed the +1.5°C threshold. The Director of Plan 

Bleu warned that trends in environmental degradation are equally concerning. In particular, he 

emphasized that, with 78% of fish stocks assessed as overexploited, the sustainability of the 

region’s vital fishing industries is in serious question.  

As part of the science-policy interface, Dr. Guerquin presented a series of recommendations for 

policymakers. The efficacy of climate mitigation strategies is highly dependent upon applied and 

enforced legislation at both the international and national levels. Realizing climate goals requires 

commitments to be transformed into substantive legislative action. In conjunction with the 

removal of subsidies for non-renewable energies and groundwater extraction, Dr. Guerquin 

encouraged greater regional cooperation through the development of regulatory measures and 

economic instruments. In conclusion, he underlined that policymakers across the region should 

also increase the peer-to-peer exchange of experiences and best practices in order to strengthen 

coordination between Mediterranean countries for a concerted and effective regional response.     

 

Dr. Joel Guiot, Coordinator of the independent network of Mediterranean Experts on 

Climate and environmental Change (MedECC) 

Dr. Guiot presented the key findings of the organization’s First Mediterranean Assessment 

Report (MAR1). The report, compiled by 85 scientists from 20 countries, offers a comprehensive 

overview of the relationship between human activity and climate change in the Mediterranean. 

As delineated by Dr. Guiot, climate scientists predict that average regional temperatures might 

be, by 2100, up to +°6C higher than today. He also remarked that changing demographic 

demands will come up against increasing resource scarcity. In this perspective, the current 

trajectory of the Mediterranean is unsustainable, and mitigating climate effects on the basin is 

vital to minimize disruptions to lives and livelihoods.  

Dr. Guiot highlighted that the development and implementation of effective policies requires a 

high degree of scientific exchange between Mediterranean countries in order to support capacity 

building and regional awareness. He pointed to the need for a solid science-society dialogue to 

bridge the information gap between researchers, decision-makers, and civil society. Among his 

recommendations for enhancing environmental governance, Dr. Guiot emphasized the need for 

increased water use efficiency, the establishment of sustainable tourism, and the development of 



 

crop diversification in the agricultural sector. Equally critical, are the steps national governments 

are called to take regarding structural adaptation to climate change. Towards this effort, Dr. 

Guiot called parliamentarians to act in favor of improved housing and infrastructure and a 

strengthening of the capacities of local emergency and healthcare services.  

 

DEBATE 

 

The debate that followed provided parliamentarians and other delegates with an opportunity to 

discuss the two reports and evaluate strategies for greater implementation of green initiatives 

throughout the region. Among them, Hon. Ammar Moussi, MP from the Algerian Delegation to 

PAM, stressed the disproportionate impact of climate change on the southern shore of the 

Mediterranean, and emphasized the importance of developing a shared culture of environmental 

protection across the basin. Dr. Mukesh Kapila, PAM Senior Medical Advisor, shared his 

insights on the impact of climate change on human health and health systems, which will come 

under increasing strain without effective mitigation strategies. There was consensus among those 

who took the floor on the need for new national NDCs and greater regional commitments to 

foster the development of an ambitious regional strategy for halting the current climate change 

and environmental degradation trends in the Mediterranean.    

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Hon. Pedro Roque, PAM President Emeritus and President of the PAM 2nd Standing 

Committee on Economic, Social, and Environmental Cooperation 

In delivering the closing remarks, Hon. Pedro Roque, Portugal, thanked the participants for their 

valuable contributions to the event. He encouraged parliamentarians to merge legislative efforts 

in addressing the challenges posed by climate change and the economic recession of the COVID-

19 pandemic. He also reminded the attendees that success at COP26 will require all 

policymakers to devise Nationally Determined Contributions that reflect the urgency of the 

moment. To conclude, Hon. Roque reiterated the importance of a robust network of 

policymakers and scientists in achieving a green renaissance in the Mediterranean and the role of 

PAM in facilitating the establishment of these synergies and dialogues.  
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